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 Course Overview: 
This course examines the global challenges of creating a sustainable and equitable future, focusing on current issues that 

illustrate these challenges.  Students will investigate a range of topics, including cultural, economic, and geopolitical 

relationships, regional disparities in the ability to meet basic human needs, and protection of the natural environment. 
Students will use geotechnologies and skills of geographic inquiry and analysis to develop and communicate balanced 

opinions about the complex issues facing Canada and a world that is interdependent and constantly changing. 

 Course Expectations: 
 
By the end of the course, students will: 
Geographic Foundations: Space and Systems 

 Explain how the earth’s natural and human systems are interconnected in multiple, complex ways; 
 Analyse the causes and effects of economic disparities around the world; 
 Compare the cultural, economic, and political aspirations of selected groups and the effects of their actions on local, national, 

and global geographic issues. 
Human-Environment Interactions 

 Analyse the impact of selected global trends on people and environments at the local, national, and global level; 
 Analyse geographic issues that arise from the impact of human activities on the environment in different regions of the world; 
 Evaluate approaches, policies, and principles relating to the protection and sustainability of the planet’s life-support systems. 

Global Connections 
 Analyse the influences that increase the interdependence of countries around the world; 
 Analyse instances of international cooperation and conflict and explain the factors that contributed to each; 
 Evaluate the social, economic, and environmental impact of the strategies for sustainable development implemented by a 

variety of individuals, organizations, and institutions. 
Understanding and Managing Change 

 Analyse trends and predict changes in the human use of the earth and its resources; 
 Evaluate the cultural, economic, and environmental impact of changing technology; 
 Evaluate the effectiveness of short-term and long-term solutions to geographic problems and issues at the local, national, and 

global level. 
Methods of Geographic Inquiry and Communication 

 use the methods and tools of geographic inquiry to locate, gather, evaluate, and organize information; 
 analyse and interpret data gathered through research and investigation, using a variety of methods and geotechnologies; 

 communicate the results of geographic inquiries, using appropriate terms and concepts and a variety of forms and techniques. 

 Evaluation Structure: 
 Summative assignments, tests and final exams are evaluated using four Categories of Achievement. In this course, the 

weight given to each category of Achievement is as follows: 
 Knowledge/Understanding 25%   Thinking/Inquiry 25% 

 Communication 25% Application 25% 
 
 The above is reflected both in the term work (worth 70% of the final mark) and the summative work (worth 30% of the final mark). 

Summative work consists of the Final Exam (worth 20%) and a Culminating Activity (Seminar) (worth 10%). 

 

 Learning Skills: 
 Feedback will also be provided for student learning skills. Students are expected to reflect the following skills throughout the course:  
 Responsibility Organization Independent Work Collaboration Initiative Self-Regulation 
 

 Students will receive each of the following letter grades: 

E –Excellent, G – Good, S – Satisfactory, N - Needs Improvement 
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COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND EVALUATION POLICY 

 
Attendance 

Regular attendance is essential for academic success in school. It is the student’s responsibility to inform the teacher 
beforehand of any planned absences. It is the student’s responsibility to get notes assignments and any other information 

missed while absent from class. This should be done on the student’s first day back, either during class, lunch hour or 
after school. Any student that is truant the last three days of a semester will not be allowed to write his/her 

final examination. 

 
Tests 

Students must be prepared to write tests on the assigned day. Students who miss a test for no valid reason will receive a 
mark of zero. Any student who knows that he/she will be absent for a valid reason during a test must make 

arrangements with the teacher before the period in which the test is to be written. Students who miss a test for a valid 

reason should be prepared to write the test on the first day back at school or should make suitable arrangements with 
the teacher on the first day back. 

 
Assignments 

If a student is absent on the day when work is assigned, it is his/her responsibility to get the assignment from the 
teacher. If a student is absent when an assignment is collected, it is to be submitted at the beginning of the period on the 

first day back. 

 
Late Assignment Policy 
Students are expected to submit all assignments on time.  The school’s late policy will be implemented, which means that a mark 
deduction of 10% will be applied to all late assignments.  An extension may be granted if the student negotiates with the subject 
teacher at least 24 hours in advance of the due date, with a valid reason. 

 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else’s ideas or writing and passing it off as your own. Whatever material students 
consult in the preparation of essays or other projects, should be properly credited to the writer or source. Material may be 

quoted if the student identifies it as a quotation and cites the author. Copying another student’s work is cheating, and is 
also called plagiarism. If a student submits plagiarized work, it may receive a zero. The student will also be 

sent to discuss matters with the principal, and the assignment will have to be redone even though no mark 

or a reduced mark will be given. Plagiarism is a serious offence and students who engaged in it at the 
college or university level are often expelled. 
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Please provide the following information. 
 
Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 
 
____________________________________ phone: home _______________________ work _____________________ 

       e-mail: ______________________________ 
____________________________________ phone: home _______________________ work _____________________ 

       e-mail: ______________________________ 
 
If you are over the age of 18, please indicate if parental contact may be made. 
 
I ____________________________________ do / do not give permission for parental contact by the teacher. 
 
 

Parental Contact Log 

DATE: COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


