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 Course Overview: 
This course is designed to extend the range of oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills that 

students need for success in secondary school and daily life. Students will study and create a variety of informational, 

literary, and graphic texts. An important focus will be on the consolidation of strategies and processes that help students 
interpret texts and communicate clearly and effectively. This course is intended to prepare students for the compulsory 

Grade 11 college or workplace preparation course.  (The Ontario Curriculum Grades 9 & 10 English 2007 Revised 83) 
 

 Course Expectations: 
Oral Communication 
1. Listening to Understand: listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety 

of purposes;  

2. Speaking to Communicate: use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences for 
a variety of purposes;  

3. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for 
improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in oral communication situations. 

 
Reading & Literature Studies 

1. Reading for Meaning: read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of informational, literary, and graphic texts, 

using a range of strategies to construct meaning;  
2. Understanding Form and Style: recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and demonstrate 

understanding of how they help communicate meaning;  
3. Reading With Fluency: use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently;  

4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as readers, areas for improvement, and the 

strategies they found most helpful before, during, and after reading 
 

Writing 
1. Developing and Organizing Content: generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended 

purpose and audience;  
2. Using Knowledge of Form and Style: draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic 

forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience;  

3. Applying Knowledge of Conventions: use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of 
language conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively;  

4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as writers, areas for improvement, and the 
strategies they found most helpful at different stages in the writing process. 

 

Media Studies 
1. Understanding Media Texts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts;  

2. Understanding Media Forms, Conventions, and Techniques: identify some media forms and explain how the 
conventions and techniques associated with them are used to create meaning;  

3. Creating Media Texts: create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate forms, 

conventions, and techniques;  
4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as media interpreters and creators, areas for 

improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in understanding and creating media texts. (The Ontario 
Curriculum Grades 9 & 10 English 2007 Revised 84-97) 

 Evaluation Structure: 



 Summative assignments, tests and final exams are evaluated using four Categories of Achievement. In this course, the 

weight given to each category of Achievement is as follows: 
 Knowledge/Understanding 20%   Thinking/Inquiry 25% 

 Communication 25% Application 30% 

 
 The above is reflected both in the term work (worth 70% of the final mark) and the summative work (worth 30% of the final mark). 

Summative work consists of the Final Exam (worth 20%) and a Culminating Activity (worth 10%). 

 

 Learning Skills: 
 Feedback will also be provided for student learning skills. Students are expected to reflect the following skills throughout the course:  
 Responsibility Organization Independent Work Collaboration Initiative Self-Regulation 
 

 Students will receive each of the following letter grades: 

E –Excellent, G – Good, S – Satisfactory, N - Needs Improvement 
 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND EVALUATION POLICY 

 
Attendance 

Regular attendance is essential for academic success in school. It is the student’s responsibility to inform the teacher 
beforehand of any planned absences. It is the student’s responsibility to get notes assignments and any other information 

missed while absent from class. This should be done on the student’s first day back, either during class, lunch hour or 

after school. Any student that is truant the last three days of a semester will not be allowed to write his/her 
final examination. 

 
Tests 

Students must be prepared to write tests on the assigned day. Students who miss a test for no valid reason will receive a 

mark of zero. Any student who knows that he/she will be absent for a valid reason during a test must make 
arrangements with the teacher before the period in which the test is to be written. Students who miss a test for a valid 

reason should be prepared to write the test on the first day back at school or should make suitable arrangements with 
the teacher on the first day back. 

 
Assignments 

If a student is absent on the day when work is assigned, it is his/her responsibility to get the assignment from the 

teacher. If a student is absent when an assignment is collected, it is to be submitted at the beginning of the period on the 
first day back. 

 
Late Assignment Policy 

Assignments are to be complete and handed in on due dates. There will be consequences if assignments are not handed 

in on due dates. These consequences will be discussed in class and there will be a separate information sheet on the Late 
Assignment Policy.  The Late Assignment Policy will be posted in the classroom and applied. 

 
Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else’s ideas or writing and passing it off as your own. Whatever material students 
consult in the preparation of essays or other projects, should be properly credited to the writer or source. Material may be 

quoted if the student identifies it as a quotation and cites the author. Copying another student’s work is cheating, and is 

also called plagiarism. If a student submits plagiarized work, it may receive a zero. The student will also be 
sent to discuss matters with the principal, and the assignment will have to be redone even though no mark 

will be given. Plagiarism is a serious offence and students who engaged in it at the college or university 
level are often expelled. 
 

 

 


